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BARTLETT PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES November 17, 2025 
6:00 p.m. 
Location: Meeting Room, Bartlett Public Library District 
800 S. Bartlett Road, Bartlett, IL 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President Deyne at 6:00 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL: Peggy Deyne, President; Peggy Bucaro, Interim Vice President; Dave Barry, Interim Treasurer; Monica Boyer, Interim Secretary; Lynn DeSmidt, Jason Maloney, Joseph A.J. Olsen, Trustees. 
 	 
STAFF PRESENT: Karolyn Wessel, Library Director; Mallory Knapp, 
Assistant Director; Manny Garza, IT Manager; Jackie Rojas, Public Relations Manager; Sandra Sasal, Adult Services Manager; Larry Siegel, Facilities Manager; Sonya Skibicki, Technical Services Manager. 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Rich Carter, EOSullivan; Dan Porhte, Tiffany Nash, Product Architecture; John Falduto, Sawyer Falduto Asset Management, LLC.  
TOWN HALL: None. 
AGENDA 
1. Potential Future Building Options  
Trustee Maloney expressed support for a referendum for a new library building stating that the library is behind compared to neighboring libraries and this option provides the necessary update for the community. Trustee Maloney expressed concerns with the option for additions and renovations stating it delays the larger building concerns to the future and may lead to another development and believes this will cause residents to pay more in the long term. 
Trustee DeSmidt expressed support for a referendum for a new library building stating that a new library provides the space needed for the size of our community with space to grow. Trustee DeSmidt stated a new library looks to the future and meets the required space needs for community rather than just keep adding additions. 
Trustee Barry does not support a new building stating it is not fiscally responsible or necessary and stated he does not support the option for additions and renovations for the same reason. Trustee Barry does not believe there are substantial issues with the current building nor presented with ways to address issues. Trustee Barry expressed support for continuing to address capital needs as the needs arise and updating library spaces with existing funds. Trustee Barry was in favor of setting up a building committee. 
Trustee Bucaro does not support a new building stating the cost is too high and the construction logistics are too complicated. Trustee Bucaro supports a referendum for additions and renovations stating it provides updated and additional space. Trustee Bucaro noted she was uncertain if any referendum would pass. Trustee Bucaro noted a larger building would require more staff and that expense was not included in the costs presented. 
Trustee Boyer stated she does not support a referendum and would like to save money for improvements and make updates as funds become available. Trustee Boyer stated that she is obligated to her constituents not to increase their tax bill. Trustee Boyer noted the main project priorities from the community survey can be addressed with savings for capital improvements without needing to go to referendum.  
Trustee Olsen expressed support for a referendum for a new library building stating the current building does not address community needs or potential growth. Trustee Olsen noted a new building adds value to homes and expressed concerns about where that building is placed, the cost of relocating though favored the potential to build on a new site.  
Trustee Olsen believes the current building is limiting library services. He noted the current building was constructed for a smaller community and believes it should be replaced in total. Trustee Olsen noted that the decision to move forward is the community’s to make and the Board only provides a recommendation to the community as to what is necessary to meet space needs. Trustee Olsen noted the financial surpluses that have been generated are not going to continue. Trustee Olsen believes an addition is not going to meet current space needs and will provide obstacles to future expansion.  
President Deyne stated there has been many costly infrastructure projects to the current building in the past years and does not want to tear down the current building. President Deyne noted that there are high tax increases. President Deyne supports a referendum for additions and renovations stating it updates the library. President Deyne noted there is no place to relocate the current library if the building were to be knocked down.  
Trustees continued discussion of building options and their support and objections. 
2. Potential Referendum Dates 
3. Potential Discussion of Possible Approval of Bond Issue Referendum 
Director Wessel inquired as to the difference between going to referendum at the March or November election. Rich Carter of EOSullivan explained that the ballots have similar candidate makeup, so their data shows no significant difference in voter sentiment. 
Trustee Maloney inquired if a March referendum would allow the Board adequate time to inform the community. Mr. Carter explained the three months community engagement process is sufficient and normal. 
Trustee Boyer stated that she has experience with failed referendums and is not sure if the library is ready. 
Trustee Barry supports going to referendum in the November election, if it is necessary. 
Trustee DeSmidt believes the community should feel informed on the matter. Mr. Carter stated there would be a robust educational campaign. 
Trustee Bucaro questioned if the referendum could be presented in 
March and if it failed be presented again on the November ballot. Rich Carter of EOSullivan stated that is possible. President Deyne noted the additional costs associated this option. 
Trustee Olsen stated with potential staff absences there may not be sufficient time to go to referendum in March. Trustee Olsen stated a March referendum is not a good option regardless of the future building option.  
TOWN HALL: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Trustee Bucaro made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Seconded by Trustee Barry. 
Roll Call Vote-Yes: Maloney, DeSmidt, Barry, Deyne, Bucaro, Boyer, Olsen. Motion carried. 
 Meeting adjourned 7:01 at p.m. 
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